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Navigating Higher Education Options
What should I consider when exploring postsecondary options?

Early Academic Outreach Program



Scope of Presentation
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Includes:

• The Value of Education

• Higher Education Options

• Types of financial aid

• Resources/Support Services/Websites/Tools

• CREATE/EAOP 

• Upcoming Career Pathways Program for High School Students



Higher Education Options
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Definitions
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• Four-year Colleges and Universities
• Usually offers a bachelor’s degree in the arts (e.g., English, history, drama) 

or sciences (e.g., biology, computer science, engineering)
• Most four-year colleges also offer advanced degrees, such as master’s 

degrees (typically 2 more years of study), doctorates (typically 6 more 
years of study), and professional degrees (varies).

• About Two-year Colleges
• Community college or junior college awards an associate degree 
• Most offer  diplomas and certificates to students who have met course 

requirements and are ready to practice in their career fields. 
• You can start at a two-year college then transfer to a four-year college

• About Career Schools
• Career schools typically offer programs that take two years or less to 

complete. These schools provide students with formal classes and 
hands-on experiences related to their future career interests. Students 
may earn a diploma or a certificate, prepare for a licensing exam, or study 
to begin work as an apprentice or a journeyman in a skilled trade.

• Partnerships with other organizations like San Diego Workforce 
Partnership that allow you to “earn as you learn”



The University of California (UC) System
• 10 Campuses
• Considers the top 12% of HS graduating seniors 

• Admit rates depend on specific UC (Fall 23)*
• UC San Diego

• First Year: 24.7%
• Transfer: 62.4%

• UC Irvine
• First Year: 25.7%
• Transfer: 43.4%

• UC Merced
• First Year: 88.3%
• Transfer: 66%

• UCLA 
• Frist Tear: 8.8%
• Transfer: 25.8%

• Campuses emphasize research disciplines
• Lower acceptance rates
• Comprehensive review factors

• First-year
• Transfer

• Personal Insight Questions
• Website: https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/  
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*Please be cautious in drawing conclusions from this information. The numbers are useful only as a 
general guide to selectivity and not as a predictor of your chances for admission to a particular campus.



California State University (CSU) System

• 23 campuses
• Considers the top 33% of 

HS graduating seniors 
• Campuses emphasize 

practical, career-focused 
training

• Lower tuition rates than a 
UC or private

• No essays required
• Admission Requirements
• Website: 

https://www.calstate.edu/ 
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California Community College (CC) 
System
• Low cost
• Easy application process
• Good for students figuring 

out career interests
• Higher transfer acceptance 

rates at competitive 4 year 
institutions

• Accept student with High 
School Diploma/equivalent 
or those 18 or older
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Private Universities

• In addition to 145 public colleges and universities, California has about 200 private 
nonprofit colleges and more than 1,000 private for-profit colleges.

• These include:
• Stanford
• University of Southern California (USC)
• University of San Diego (USD)
• California Institute of Technology (Cal TECH)
• Among many more!

• Tend to be most expensive option, but may offer larger financial aid packages
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Interactive Game

Time for Payback (Click here) 
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Myths vs. Reality
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• Only students with good grades go to college?
• I need to go to a 4 year college to be a high earner?
• I can’t go to college because I don’t know what I want to do with my life.
• I won’t qualify for financial aid so why apply?
• New formulas and thresholds are being used to calculate financial need. Apply regardless!
• Seventy-one percent of all college students working toward bachelor’s degrees received 

some sort of financial aid.
• At public colleges, 58 percent of students received grants and 34 percent of students took 

out loans.
• At private colleges, 73 percent of students received grants and 65 percent of students took 

out loans.
• National Center for Education Statistics reported that 87% of first-time, full-time 

undergraduate students received financial aid through scholarships, grants or student 
loans.



The Value of Pursuing 
Postsecondary Education
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The Value of Higher Education
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More career opportunities Higher Earning Potential



The Value of Higher Education (cont.)
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Greater job stability Greater lifetime earnings

Additional Benefits:
● Unique life experiences
● Social capital
● Global Perspectives



Today’s Economic Costs
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Career Pathways
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“What are my options and how do I 
make sense of which is best?”

3



Start with Self-Awareness

What am I interested in?

What are my strengths?

Where do I want to live/study?

What experiences do I wish to have?

How much do I want to earn in my career?

What type of lifestyle do I want to have?

What size school do I want to attend?
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Make use of Tools

Financial/Cost of Living/Cost of College

• https://livingwage.mit.edu/counties/06073
• https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price

Strengths/Interests/Competencies

• https://www.onetcenter.org/WIL.html
• https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
• https://www.gallup.com/cliftonstrengths/en/252137/home.aspx
• https://workforce.org/san-diego-jobs/my-next-move-2/riasec/

College/Career/Vocational School Search Tools

• https://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp
• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/filters 
• https://www.careered.org/k14-program-finder/ 
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Complement with research

21



“How do I turn my aspirations into 
reality?”
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College and Career Advising
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Get connected to support services!
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Questions?
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CREATE (create.ucsd.edu)
• Center for Research on Educational Equity, Assessment, and Teaching 

Excellence
• Teacher Professional Development
• Preferred Partnerships with Faculty and Departments 
• Evaluation and Systems Work
• Student Outreach

• TRIO Outreach Programs
• Early Academic Outreach Program
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Early Academic Outreach Program (EAOP) 
(eaop.ucsd.edu)
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Sweetwater Union High School District (South Bay)
● Castle Park HS
● Chula Vista HS
● San Ysidro HS
● Southwest HS

San Diego Unified School District (Central)
● Crawford HS
● Madison HS
● Morse HS
● San Diego HS

Imperial County

● Barbara Worth Jr. HS
● Brawley HS
● Calexico HS 
● Enrique Camarena Jr. HS
● William Moreno Jr. HS
● Central Union HS
● Wilson Jr. HS
● Herber Middle School
● Holtrive HS
● Imperial HS
● Frank M. Wright Middle
● Mountain Empire HS
● Southwest HS
● De Anza Magnet Elem.
● Kennedy Middle



Coming Soon: Career Pathways Program
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Industry Focus Areas:
● Engineering
● Computing
● Business
● Education
● Health

Expected Program Launch:
March 11th, 2024



Upcoming Events/Opportunities
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Connect with us!
UC San Diego Early Academic Outreach Program (EAOP)
Website: eaop.ucsd.edu
Instagram: @ucsandiego_eaop
LinkedIn: UC San Diego Early Academic Outreach Program
Email: eaop@ucsd.edu
Phone: (858) 534-4250


